
716 Alvarado Row 
Stanford, Callf. 

February 17, 1965 

In a way you are quite right I sinae I have not read Mr. Ruchanan’s 
book, I may not be juetlfied in calling it trash. Certainly I had no 
intention of giving you any personal off-89. 

Nevertheless I am atill appall& at what I uan Infer from the rtiewa the 
book has had, and from your own remarks. The willingness of respeetsd men 
like yourself to give credence to this scandal-mongering is aactly what 
stimulates people in other parts of the world to their rceptiaiom. Rut 
to quote Paris-Yatoh ia about like ChiaageConfidantial; there are always 
many people abroad willing to believe the most incredible things so 
long as they are derogatory about the U.S. Do you really mean to 
lend the weight of your name to that? I don’t know m. aXchanan: but 
none of the newrmsn I do rerpeot gives me the slighteat basis to doubt 
the Warren ConmIssion report. Cn the other hand, the author of thie kind 
of book has every motive to dig ap whatever sensations he possibly can;other- 
wise what will he have to sell? 

Quite apart from Mr. Warren’s integrity, the idea that the whole apparatus 
of government, to the extant it would have to be, could possibly be involved 
in a conspiracy of silmce on this sort of isrme Is preposterous beyond 
belief. Betsides that, my perlronal knowledge of the Freaidcnt’s family puta 
outside of the raPotert possibility that they would aquisrce in any such i/t 
cover-up* I would Boonor believe that ??!a. Kauredy was the culprit. 

However, I am merely explaining why I do not belleve it worth my time to 
spend a moment reading the book. If I felt it necessary to become more of an 
expert, I would have to develop my own personal knowledge and insight of the 
details brought out in the hearings, to an extent I would conaider unreasonable. 
Menawhile I do rely on the judgment and integrity of a vast number of informed 
people whoae aeeela to the details Is much better than mine, and who could have 
nothing to profit from distorting the truth. If you accepted It as conceivable 
that some overriding patriotic motive is their motivation (and I don’t have 
that lively imagination myself) you might take Borne paure to conaider what 8er= 
vice you are doing your country by promulggting this sort of rruspicion. 
Howbeit, I foresee we would be wasting one another’s time at attemtging any 
perwrasdon. I feel I lrhould thank you for the pains you took 8t.o answer my 
quick scribble. 

To ftLt answer to another question-- 1 havcntt the faintest idea why you put 
my name on your list; but then that would be like my calling you up on the phone 
and asking you why I waa ringing you up, 


